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that it was only the differences between the Powers that made
it possible.
There can be no doubt that the foundation for all future
co-operation of the non-Communist states was thus removed
for years to come. It will be remembered how the general race
for business with Soviet Russia began immediately upon the
conclusion of the Treaty of Rapallo—indeed, actually at Genoa.
"The Conference smells of petrol/5 an important Paris paper
wrote at the time.
It was at this time that the principle of "non-intervention/*
correct enough in itself, was adopted. The only question is
whether there are any limits to this principle: should it not be
suspended where purely humanitarian questions arise, like
relief actions on behalf of innocent persons threatened by
starvation?
I mentioned above that the non-Communist states were in-
fluenced by two considerations in dealing with Soviet Russia-
economic questions, or, in other words, the question of business
with the Soviets, and political interest in collaboration with
Moscow. These two considerations are found dominating the
attitude of the various states towards Soviet Russia. The
influence of the respective factors vary, but in one way or
another both are at work. I will now deal with the standpoint
of the various Great Powers, and, later, with that of the neigh-
bouring states.
Germany occupies a special position in relation to Russia,
seeing that hundreds of thousands of German peasants have
been settled in that country for more than two centuries. Aparl
from economic and political considerations tending in the
direction of collaboration with Moscow, if only in defence
against the victorious Powers, one might have thought that the
fete of these German settlers would influence the attitude oi
the Reich towards the Soviets. Such at any rate should have
been the case from the moment when the lives of these settlers
began to be threatened. But it did not happen so. The Temps3

